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To  my  Honour'd  F  R  IE  N  D 

Mr.  S  H  O  W  E  R- 


S  IR. 


vv 


'Hen  after  an  mphafing  fe^erationy  the   Pro- 
vidence  of  God  gave  opportunity  of  renewing 
our  Converfe^  in  your  Habitation ;  /  promised 
my  j  elf  an  unm}  x"  d fat  isfa^  ion  ^during  my  flay  with  jcw.And 
as  none  is  more  olltgd  to  re  Joyce  in  ail  the  Good^  which  you,  or 
yours  are  partakers  of'-)  fo  none  could  he  more  heartily  difpos  'd 
to  do  it.     Indeed  the  hopes  of  enjoying  your   Society  fweetned 
the  fatigues  rf  a  T^oy age ^  vphich  {after  many  years  ahfence)  I 
lately  made  nnto  my  own  Country  :  In  which  I  wts  truly  de- 
lighted to  find,  that  not  only  your  Perfon  and  Minifiry  were 
acceptahle  and  ufeful^  hut  that  there  was  a  profpe^  that  God 
vpould  make  your  Hbnfe  to  grow.     But  when  I  was  preparing 
io  return  I  perceived  that  God  had  hr ought  me  to  mourn  with 
you,  under  a  moft  afflifiive  Providence  :  In  which  though  my 
Chara^er  had  made  me  unfit  to  prefent  comfort  toyow^  y^^  f^i^ 
of  your  friends  had  more  light   to  difcern  the  deepne/s  of  your 
iVounJi  and  greatnefs  of  your  Lofs.     For  the  intimate  Friend- 
fhip  hetnpeen us,  ardour  cohabitation  in  Holland^  gave  me  op- 
portunity of  urderftanding  the  worth  of  Her,  whom   now  you 
lament.      Tho  this  Confideration^  as  it  makes  your  Try  d  great- 
er, renders  your  Refignation  more  acceptahle  to  God,  and  ufc' 
fultoMen. 
.  Jfi  Mft  ^^^^  ^»  ordinary  Pojfefion  with  willinznefs-i  is  a 


3,  km  to  that  Patience   which  is  exetcis'd  mder  merited  pw 
nifhment^  which   in  the  Jpoflles  judgment  hath  no  Glory j,  of 
Commendation  in  it  :  But  ^tis  an  Heroick  fpirit^  a  re/em- 
hlance   of  that  Faith  which  dignifid  the  Father  of  all  who 
believe^  to  give  up  a  rare  and  endearing  Treafure  -v  And  if 
any  Confideration  hath  flrength  to  work^  this  hlohle  Difpofition 
in  oar  Souls.,  that  which  is  taken  from  the  Glory  ofQod^and 
the  B-edeer/ier  hath  :  'Twas  this  which  led.,  my  thoughts-  unto 
the  Meditatious  in  thi  following  Difccurfe,  which  tho   much 
lelowthe  dignity  oj  the  Suhje^^  am  willing  to  make  thus  puhlick^ 
that  they  may  he  a  lafling  Monument  of  the  Gratitudi  and  Re- 
fpeB.  I  owe  unto  your  Deceasd  Confort ,  and  with  the  Divine 
Blefu:g  may   he    tfeful  to   thofe    who   may  he    calfd  unto 
like  Try  ah.  ' .  A- 

Many  of  your  Brethren  would  have  performed  this  Service, 
TPith  far  more  jufike  unto  both  the  Suhje&s  of  the  Difcourfe, 
then  one  who  is  in  a  journying  State  :  But  when  your  (elf  ^ 
and  feme  near  Relatives  defired  this  lafi  Office^  I  was  not 
iinivilling  to  comply  5  efpecially  having  the  advantage  of  know ' 
ing  hyhovp  fingular  a  Providence ,  your  Marriage  Vnion  was 
Irought  about ^  and  how  happy  it  ivas  to  )ou  both. 

Ineed\  not  tell  you  how  this  forrowful  Event  makes  the  thoughts 
of  my  intended  Foyage  much  more  uneafie  to  me,  who  mufl 
leave  fo  dear  a  Friend  deprivd  of  his  delightful  Half :  But 
an  Interefl  in  the  whole  Deit^^  (who  cannot  die)  will  a,, 
lundantly  com^enfate  this  lofs,  which  together  with  your  long 
continuance  in  Temple-Service^  and  the  defiralle  fuccefs  of  your 
Labor s, is  ivith  utmofl  earnedefsprajed for,  hy 

Sir, 

Your  Aftedionate,  Faithful 
Servant, 


c  o: 


A 

uneral  Sermon^ 

Preach'd,  &c. 


John  XL  4, 

When  Jefn^  beard  that,   he  [aid.    This 
fichpefs  is  not  unto  Death^    but  for  the 
glory  of  God  J  that  the  Son  of  God  might 
be  glorified  thereby. 

HE  firfl:  bearing , of  thefe  Words, 
which  fpeak  of  Skkiiefs  and  Deaths 
may  give  fome  Indication  of  the 
forrowful  occafion,  that  hath  drawn 
more  than  ufual  numbers  unto  this  Placet 
From  which  it  hath  pleas'd  the  Ail-wife  God, 
to  remove  0«^,  who  was  a   priqcipa!  Orna- 

A.  3;  mcn€ 


^2     J 

ment  of  it  j  One  whofe  conftant  Attendance, 
and  Chriftian  Deportment  in  ft,  carried  an 
exciting  Influence  unco  all  who  were  Wit- 
neffes  of  em.  And  therefore  it  is  no  fmall 
lofs  unto  this  whole  Society,  that  they  ihall 
no  longer  enjoy  the  advantage  of  fuch  an 
Example,  but  even  the  privation  of  fuch, 
whofe  Lives  were  Exemplary^  is  capable  of 
affording  very  confiderable  advantage ;  As  we 
know  that  not  only  the  Light  of  the  Hea- 
venly  Bodies^  is  ufeful  unto  this  lower  Worlds 
their  Ecliffes  have  their  advantages  too,  which 
are  therefore  thought  worthy  of  peculiar  Ob- 
fervation.  It  hath  been  a  received  Opinion, 
that  the  Eclipfes  of  the  Sun  and  Moon  have 
an  InftrucStive  fignification,  by  which  the  In- 
habitants of  the  Earth  are  warn'd  and  admo- 
ni(h'd.  The  truth  of  that  Opinion  hath  been 
queftion'd,  but 'tis  certain  that  the  Death  of  a 
Chriftian,  who  did  fbhie  as  a  light  in  the  Worlds 
hath  an  Inftrudive  Language^  and  is  proper 
to  teach  very  profitable  Lcflbns  unto  them 
who  (urvive.  Such  Providences  do  indeed  call 
unto  mourning  and  forrow,  but  this  is  not 
the  principal  intention  of  them  :  there  is  fome- 
thing  of  far  greater  importance  to  employ 
our  minds,  on  fuch  fad  occafions,  •  and  that  is 
to    receive  the   Spiritual   Inftrudion   that  is 

then 


\  ^  J 

then  prefented  unto  us.    It  hath  been  counted 
an  inftance  of  the  folly  of  fome  Superftitious 
Heathens,  that  they  would   make   a  hideous 
noife  whenever  they  faw  the  Sun,   or  Moon 
darkn  d,  and  varioufly  exprefs'd  their  fears  of 
lofing  thofe  Luminaries,   but  made  no  ufeful 
enquiries  into  the  Caufes  and  Nature  of  thoft 
Phczmmena.     And  'tis  very  reproachful  unto 
profeffing  Chriftians,  when  they  imagine  that 
a  paffionate  forrow  is  the  only,   or  chief  bu- 
finefs  that  the  Death  of  Chriftian  Friends  calls 
'em  to  •   Our  Deportment   on  fuch   occafi- 
ons,    (hould  correfpond   with   our  Chriftian 
Hope,    which  afltires  us,    that  they  who  are 
fallen  ajleep  in  Chrift  are  not  loff-,   (which  in 
the  Apoftles  judgment  is  a  Self-evident  abfur- 
dity,    I  Cor.  XV.  i8.)     A  deceafed  Chriftian 
is  not  only  more  fafe,   but  far  more  happy 
and  honourable   than  he  or  Jhe  was  in  this 
World  :  fo   that  they  need  not    our  tears  ; 
which  yet  on  other  accounts  are  juft  and  rea- 
fonablc,  but  they  muft  not  hinder  our  ferious 
enquiries  into  the  Nature  and  Ufes  of  fuch 
a  forrowful  Objed:.     When  therefore  we  have 
loft  a  living  Example  in  the  Deceafed  Mrs.  Show- 
er,   we  are  obligd  to  make  fuch  enquiries, 
with  relation  unto  her  Death,  that  we  may 
get  fome  confiderable  and  lafting  advantage 

from 


from  it  5  and  in  order  unto  this,  I  hayc 
thought  thefe  Words  of  the  Redeemer, 
ijpoken  upon  a  like  occafion,  would  afford 
icafonable  Meditations,  that  may  affift  us  to 
improve  the  late  forrowful  Providence,  And 
when  I  have  laid  down  the  general  Inftrudli- 
«ons  containd  in  'em,  I  (hall  endeavour  to 
apply  em  unto  the  f articular  fubjedt  of 
our  Sorrow. 

To  under fland  the  grounds  and   cccafwn  of 
the  Words  read  to  you,   we  need  only  look 
-back   to   the  few  Verfes   which   precede  the 
Text  5   and  in  the   firft   Verfe  we  find,    that 
z  Friend  and  Favourite  of  Chrift,    Lazarus^ 
the  Brother  of  Martha,    and  Mar)i,  is  arrefted 
by  a    threatning   Sicknefs.      7he  favour  and 
friend jhip  of  Cbrift    do   not   exempt  from  fick: 
nefs  and  death.     A  Laz^ru^  whom  Jefus  lo- 
ved, is  fick  and   dieth.     His  Sifters  feem   to 
have   concluded,    that    the    affedlion   which 
Chrift    had   for  their   Brother,    Jliould    have 
fecur'd  him  from  thefe  Calamities  5  and  ('tis 
.probable)   they   thought,    that  nothing  but 
the    Diftance  of  place,    could  hinder  Chrift 
from   relieving    their    Brothers  Cafe,    which 
therefore   they    take   care    to  acquaint   him 
with,    and   (end  this  forrowful   Meffage  un- 
to the  Redeemer,   Lord,   behold  he  whorn  thou 

luveji 


loveji  is  ftcky  Ven  3.  They  choofe  indecdi 
the  fittcfl:  Argument  to  plead  on  this  oc- 
cafion,  with  Chrift,  when  they  reprcfcnc  to 
him  the  Intereft  that  their  Brother  had  iin 
^his  peculiar  AfFedion  They  don't  fay,  Hq 
*  who  is  our  Brother,  and  Beloved  by  us, 
'or  He  who  lovcth  thy  Perfon,  and  Ser- 
vice, is  fick,  •  They  knew,  that  fuch  Con- 
fiderations  (  tho  very  forcible  among  men ) 
could  have  but  little  weight  upon  Him,  who 
cannot  be  made  a  Debtor  by  all  the  Kind* 
nefe  and  Service  that  any  can  exprefs  to- 
ward him.  No,  they  rightly  conclude, 
that  the  Redeemers  love  is  free,  and  with- 
out any  Obligation,  and  muft  be  the  only 
Original  of  all  that  Relief,  which  he  at 
any  time  beftows.  Thus  far,  I  fay,  thefe 
Sifters  were  in  the  right;  but  the  particle 
BehoUl  (which  is  a  Note  of  Admiration)  in- 
timates the  Miftake  which  they  were  guilty 
of  >  and  that  they  were  furpri:(d  at  the  fick- 
nefs  and  danger  of  their  Brother,  becaufe 
he  was  one  whom  Jefus  loved-  Had  this 
been  the  Cafe  of  a  Scribe^,  or  a  Pharifee 
(two  Orders  which  Chrift  had  no  kindnefs 
for)  this  would  not  have  appeared  ftrange 
unto  them,  as  it  did,  that  one  whom  Chrift: 
loved,   ihould  languifh  under^a,  ^painful  and 

B  *       threatning 


threatning  Difcafe.  Na  queftion  they  had 
often  feen  and  heard  the  Redeemer  cxpref- 
fing  a  peculiar  kindnefs  unto  their  Brother, 
whofe  fickncfs  and  danger  made  him  now 
a^SpedacIe  of  Pity.-  And  they  knew  not  how 
to  reconcile  thefe  two  together,  and  there- 
fore were  inclined  to  hope,  that  his  love 
unto  their  Brother  ( as  fooa  as  he  had  an 
account  of  his  danger)  would  induce  him 
to  make  the  greateft  hafte  to  vifit,  and  heal 
him,  (both  which  he  had  done  unto  others 
who  were  ftrangers.)  But  He  intended  to  do 
neither,  he  determind  to  delay  his  vifit  un- 
to Lazarus^  until  he  had  been  four  days  Dead  -- 
Buttho  he  would  not  heal  and  recover  fick  La- 
zarus, he  fends  a  moft  excellent  Remedy  unto 
his  Sifters,  to  cure  their  miftakes,  to  eafe  and 
heal  their  minds  3  which  was  the  intention  of  this 
Reply  unto  their  hnportunate  Meffage.  This 
fuknejs  is  not  jinto  Death,  but  for  theGlory  ofGoc/y&cc. 

In  which  we  are  called  to  confider  i.  TheMan- 
ner,   2 .  The  Vefign.   3.  The  Import  of  this  Anfwer. 

I  would  make  a  few  Reflexions  upon  the 
two  former,  and  then  fhall  infift  upon  the. 
laft,  as  moft  futable  to  our  prefent  Affair. 

I.  As  to  the  Manner  of  this  Anfwcr :  'Tis 
caiie  to  perceive  th^obfcurity,  and  dubioufnefs 
of  the  former  part  5    This  Sickfiefs  is  7iot  unto 

Death 


\  /  J 

Death  I  For  the  Event  did  (at  lead)  feem  to 
contradidl  the  literal  meaning  of  this  Declara- 
tion, which  exprefly  denies,  that  the  (icknefe 
of  Lazarus  was  unto  Death ,  and  yet  L^tc^m 
dyeth  :  This  feeming  contradiction,  muft  ren« 
der  this  part  of  the  Anfwer  dubious  and  dark, 
unto  thofe  to  whom  it  was  fent  Indeed  notwith- 
ftanding  this  obfcurity,  there  wasamoft  certain 
Truth  in  this  part  of  the  Anfwer^  which  fpeaks  of 
fuch  a  Death,  as  truly  anfvi^crs  that  Chara(!^er, 
viz.   Such  a  Privation  of  Life,  as  puts  a  final 
Period  unto  ic^  on  which  account  it  can  truly  jo^.  vm.  i 
be  faid  of  the  Dead,  Ihat  their -places  know' em      ^^*' * 
noPiorCy  and  that  they  go  the  way  whence  thej  jhall 
not  return  :    As  alfo.   That  they  fee  corruption. 
Alls  XIW^  3^.    The  Body  quite  lofing  that 
Organization,  that  makes  it  a  fit  Habitation 
for  a  human  Soul :  This  is  the  primary  and 
proper  notion  of  Death,  and  under  which  the 
Spirit  of  God  fpeaks  of  it  :  (See  Rom,  V.    12, 
14.     I  Cor*  XV.  2I5  2^,  54,  f^6.  Not  to  men- 
tion feveral  other  places-)    Unto  fuch  a  Death 
the  ficknefs  oi  Lazarus  was  not  j  his  Death  was 
not  a  final  Period,    but  only  a  fhort  inter- 
ruption or  ccffation  of  Life,  which  (likefome 
Rivers  which  run  under  ground  for  a  fpace) 
only  for  a  while  difappear'd,  and  then  was  a- 
gain  brought  to  light-    This  being  granted, 
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we  cannot  deny,  that  there  is  fome  darknels 
in  the  manner  of  expreflion-  Had  it  fo  plea- 
fed  the  Redeemer,  he  eould  have  fpoken  in  a 
much  plainer  Language,  he  could  have  faid, 

*  The  this  ficknefs  fhall  deprive  Laxarm  of  his 
^  Life,  yet  it  Ihall  foon  be  reftored  to  him  again  5 
'  tho  he  (hall  truly  die,  yet  he  ihall  not  long 
^remain  under  the  power  of  Death  5  for  I  de- 
*fign  to  work  a   Miracle  to  raife  him  from 

*  the  dead  •  Thus  could  the  Redeemer  have 
exprcffed  himfelf,  had  ic  fo  pleafed  him,  but 
he  choofech  to  fpeak  obfcurely  not  only  to 
thefe  Sifters,  but  afterward  to  his  Apoftles, 
when  he  faid,  Our  friendL^z^tm  Jleepeth:,  "ver, 
II.  Which  Metaphorical  and  Dark  way  of 
fpeaking  led  them  into  a  miftake,  as  we  read 
uer- 15.  Many  other  inftances  of  this  kind  might 
be  produced,  as  that  which  this  Evangelift  rela- 
teth  C/6.  XVL  1^5 17, 18,  And  as  the  Language, 
fo  the  Carriage  of  Ghrift  hath  obfcurity  in  it  5 
his  ways  are  unsearchable^  and  his  footjieps 
are  not  l^own,  both  with  refped:  unto  vifible  Pro- 
vidences, and  invifible  dealings  with  the  Soul 

Many  there  are,  whom  Ghrift  really  loveth, 
who  walk  in  darknefs,  are  brought  into  a  kind 
a  Labyrinth,  where  they  areftrangly  perplext, 
arid  are  tempted  to  conclude,  that  their  Lord 
h^th  quite  forfaken ,  and  caft  em.  off,  when 

be 


he  retains  the  kindeft  and  moft  gracious  pur- 
pofes  toward  cm*  As  God  did  toward  Abraham 
when  he  commanded  him  to  go  out  of  his 
Country,  and  yet  did  not  acquaint  him  with 
the  Place  which  was  defign  d  to  be  his  inhcn- Heb.xi.%. 
tance.  Thus  w3ls  Abraham  tryed,  and  fo  are 
the  Children  of  Abraham  3  as  indeed  this  con- 
dud  of  God  is  admirably  futcd  unto  the  ftate 
of  Probuion  in  which  we  now  are.  All  that 
darkncfs  and  perplexity  which  at  any  time  we 
are  broug  u  into,  are  defign d  by  God,  to 
try  and  aircover  the  fincerity  and  conftancy 
of  our  obedience,  And  'tis  our  grand  concern 
to  ftand  out  this  Try al,  to  undergo  this  Pro-ri 
^hation  aright  5  and  then  whatever  darknefs 
there  is  now  m  the  dealings  of  Chrift,  he  will 
after  a  while  fcatter  every  Cloud,  and  will 
be  an  everlafting  Light  unto  us.  Twere  eafie 
to  make  large  Reflexions  upon  this  SubjecSl , 
but  your  own  Meditation  can  fupply  this 
defedtj  Nor  rnay  I  dwell  long  upon  the 

II.  Obfervable  in  the  Texts  The  Defign  of 
this  Anfwer  made  by  Chrift,  which  was  to  af- 
ford prefent  fupport  unto  the  dejected  Sifters 
of  Lazarus.  He  whofe  eye  difcerns  the  moft 
hidden  and  diftant  objedts,  know  how  their, 
tender  hearts  were  difquieted,  and  that  fuchj . 
a  (pedtacle  as  a  difeafcd  dying  Brother  muft? 

wound i 


'W'ound  and  afflidt  their  Souls,  and  the  more 
when  their  expectations  were  difappointed ,  as  j 
to  the  fpeedy  vific  of  Chrift. '  Wbat!(might  they 
'  be  apt  to  argue)  not  make  (o  charitable,  To 
^feafonable  a  vifit,  to  one  whom  he  loveth, 
'to  one  who  needs  his  help,    and  muft  pe- 

*  ri(h  without  it  ?  Is  this  kindncfs,  to  neglect 
*a  diftreflcd  Friend,  till  Life  and  all  be  gone  h 
Such  difquieting  thoughts,  would  begin  to 
ru(h  into ,  and  difordcr  their  minds  :  Now 
'twas  to  (till  this  Tcmpeft,  that  the  Re- 
deemer fends  this  reply  to  em.  This  ficknefs 
is  not  unto  Death ,  but  for  the  glory  of  Goc/ , 
&c.  q,  d,  '  Tho  the  danger,  and  progrefs  of 
'  this  ficknefs  joyn  d  with  my  feeming  ncglecSt-^ 
*^of  their  Brother,  will  be  an  occafion  of 
'trouble  unto  them 3  forrow  and  fear  will  take 
'hold  of  their  Spirits,  yet  let  not  their  hearts 

'  be  troubled,  there  is  no  juft  ground  of  dif- 

*  quieting    fear  5   notwithftanding  the  difmal 

*  appearances,  this  matter  will  have  a  happy 
'and  honorable  iflue.  When  our  Lord  Jefus  doth 
not  grant  the  expe£ied  relief,  yet  he  always  fro- 
vicfes  fupporty  and  confolation  for  his  faithful 
followers.  When  He  determined  to  fend  away 
the  Multitudes  who  had  followed  him  into 
the  Wilderncfs ,  he  refolves  that  he  will  not 
fend  'em  away  fafting,  lead  they  ftiould  faint 
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by  theAvayj  M^^  XVI.  32,   Tho  they,  muft 
for   a  time   be  deprived  of  his  prefence,  ycc 
he  takes  care,  that  they  might  not  faint,  and 
perifli-    This  was  hi  s  Carriage  toward  his  A- 
poftlcsin  general,  and  more  particularly  toward 
the  Apoftle  Taul^    who  when  he  besought  the 
Lord  thrice  that  the  Mefenger  of  Satan  might 
depart  from  him.     Tho  this  Requeft  was  not 
granted,    tho  the  Thorn  in  the  Flefh  was  not 
removed,  yet  this  moft  fupporting  anfwer  was 
given  to  him :    My  grace  is  fufficient  for  thee^ 
2  Cor.  Xll.  p.  fometimes  the  Carriage  of  Chrift 
bears  an  afped:  of   unkindnefs  and  neglecft  5 
but  even  at  fuch  a  time,  his  Heart  is  fill'd  with 
Love,  and  his  Hand  is  employ 'd  to  fupport. 
Tis  worthy  our  notice,    what  care  the  Spirit 
of  God  hath  taken,  to  remove  the  fufpicion  of 
unkindnefs  in  the  Redeemer,  towar  d  his  Friend  * 
hazarusy  whom  he  refus'd  to  Vifit  and  Recover, 
as  his  Sifters  requefted  and  ex  pcded  5  for  in  the 
Verfe  which  immediately  follows  this  Anfwer  of 
Chrift,  the  Evangelift  adds  this  cautioniag  Re- 
mark,  Now  Jefus  /oz/e^  Martha,  and  her  Sifter ^ 
and\j^z2iX.\x$>.     His  not  complying  with  their  in- 
timated defire  (of  having  their  Brother  fpeedi- 
ly  recover  d)  did  not  proceed    from   unkind- 
ne(s,  or  want  of  afFediion  (tho  there  was  an 
appearance  of  them.)    No,  he  bore  the  fame 
Love  unto  a  fick  and  ^^m%  Laxarusy  as  if  he 


had  wrought  a  Miracle  to  prevent  his  Sicfenefi 
and  Death.  'Twere  eafie  to  enlarge  upon  this 
Head,  but  I  muft  proceed  unto  the 

III  And  principal  Obfervable  in  the  Text^ 
The  Import  and  Senfe  of  this  Anfwer-  And  if  it 
be  remembred  that  the  Sicknefs  of  Laz^rm  was 
mortal,  there  will  be  found  thefe  two  general 
Propofitions  contain  d  in  it- 

L  The  Sicknefs  and  Death  of  thofe  who  are  the 
Friends  of  Chrifi^  do  bring  a  peculiar  Glory  unto 
Gody  and  the  Redeemer. 

II-  T^his  one  Confiderationis  fufficient  to  quiet 
andfupport  the  follovpers  of  Chrijl  under  thofe  for- 
rowful  Providences, 

I  need  not  fpend  time  to  prove  how  evidently  _ 
thefe  Truths  are  containd  in  this  Anfwer  of 
Chrift,  which  tho  given  m  a  particular  Cafe,  yet 
carrieth  fuch  a  general  Inftrudtion,  as  reacheth 
unto  Chriftians  in  all  Ages  of  the  World.  'Tis 
granted  that  there  were  Angular  circumftances 
that  attended  the  Sicknefs  and  Death  of  Lazarus, 
and  a  molT:  glorious  Miracle  was  wrought  in  rai- 
fing  him  from  the  Dead :  But  notwithftanding, 
there  are  other  grounds  which  juftifie  the  gene- 
ral conclufions  which  are  drawn  from  the 
Words.  In  which  'tis  manifefl  (as  has  been  ob- 
ferv'd)  our  Lord  defign'd  to  quiet  and  eafe  the 
troubled  minds  of  Lazarus^  Sifters,  who  had 
now  a  forrowful  profpcft  of  lofing  a  beloved 

Brother. 


Brother.  And  in  order  to  this,  he  thought 
it  enough  (without  mentioning  his  Mira- 
culous raifing  from  the  Dead)  only  to  in- 
form them.  That  the  threatning  Sicknefs 
of  their  Brother  was  /or  the  glory  of  God,  and 
that  the  Son  of  God  might  be  glorified  thereby. 
This  one  confideration  when  it  finds  due 
entertainment  in,  and  hath  a  right  opera- 
tion upon  a  believing  Soul,  is  able  to  ftill 
all  the  difquieting  motions  that  forrow 
and  fear  have  raifed  there. 

I  have  not  defign'd  a  diftindl  handling  of 
thefe  twoPropoGtions,  'twill  be  as  ufeful 
to  joyn  both  together  in  a  plain  and  in- 
flruftive  method  ;  and  therefore  fhall, 

i.  Give  a  ftiort  account  of  the  Glory  of 
God  and  Chrift. 

a.  Shew  how  the  Sicknefs  and  Death  of 
thofe  who  are  the  Friends  of  Chrift  does 
contribute  unto  it.  : 

5.  On  what  accounts  the  confideration 
of  this  hath  fuch  a  quieting  ^nA  fup porting  In- 
fluence upon  a  Chriftian ;  and  afterward 
draw  fome  inftruftive  Inferences  from  thefe 
memorable  words  ;  As  to  the 

I ,  The  Nature  of  that  Glory  which  be- 
longs unto  God  and  Chrift  :  On  which  I 
only  make  a  very  few  Remarks,  be- 

C  caufe 


caufe  it  may  be  hoped  that  few  Chriftians 
are  unacquainted  with  this  common  Sub- 

je£t. 

Glory  in  its  general  Idea  or  Notion,  is 
pothing  but  Ibme  great  Excellence  Mani- 
fefted  and  Acknowledff'd  ;  whence  'tis^ 
that  it  makes  fo  very  Iti'ong  an  Tmpreffion 
upon  intelligent  Creatures,  and  the  defire 
of  ity  hath  fo  univerfal  an  Influence.  More 
particularly, 

1 .  The  Glory  of  God  is  the  Manifeftati- 
op  of  the  great  and  adorable  Excellencies 
which  are  in  the  Deity  both  abfolutely  and 
relatively  conGdered.  When  the  Vertues 
(as  the  Gr^f^  Expreffion  is,  i  Fet.  ii.  lo.)  of 
God  are  jhown  forth  ,  fb  as  to  be  acknowledg'd 
and  efteemed  by  his  Creatures :  When  his 
inflexible  Juftice,  and  fpotlefs  Purity,  his 
unfearchableWifdom,and  infallible  Truth, 
his  alm'ghty  Power,  and  inexhauflible 
Goodnefs  do  fhine  forth,  and  are  fet  in  a 
jufi:  Light,  then  the  Glory  of  God  appears 
in  open  view,  N^/72.  xiv.,  li.  God  fweareth 
that  aU  the  Earth  Jhould  be  filled  rpith  the  Glory 
of  the  Lord  y  becaufe  he  intended  to  difplay 
his  Juftice  and  Holinefs  in  puniiliing  and 
confuming  the  murmviring //r^t'///£'.r.  Thus 
'tis  faid,  PfaL  cii.  1 6.  When  the  Lord  buildeth 

up 
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Up  'Zion,  heJhaU  appear  in  Ms-Giory^  becaiafe 
that  work  would  manifeft  the  Power  and 
Veracity  of  God. 

1,  The  glory  of  Chrifty  is  the  fliewing 
forth  that  Excellence  which  belongs  unto 
his  Mediatory  Office  y  Rccordm^ly,  when  he 
wrought  his  firll:  Miracle  at  Cana  he  is  faid 
to  have  manifefled  forth  his  Ghry^  John  ii.  1 1- 
All  the  Evidences  wiiich  bear  witnefs  unto 
his  Prieflly,  or  Regal^  or  Teaching  Offices, 
do  glorify  the  Redeemer,  i  Pet.  i.  1 7.  ■ 

9.  It  muftbe  remembred,  that  the  glory 
of  the  Deity  ,  is^  diftindl  from  that  of  the 
Redeemer  ;  yet  they  are  never  fepe^ated 
from,  much  lefs  oppofed  unto  each  otheif* 
'Tis  other  wife,  as  to  the  glory  of  God^  and 
of  a  Crature,  thefe  do  often  difa2;ree  and 
claili  againfi:  each  other.  When  i^^roi  ac- 
cepted an  undue  Honour  from  a  flatterin-g 
Croud ;  this  took  away  the  Horioo.r  that 
was  due  unto  God,  AUs  xii.  a  :^.  but  the  hon-* 
our  that  is  giveo  unto  Chrift,  •  doth  bring 
glory  unto  God,  7o,^;iXvii.  i.  Thefe  tv/oare 
'ib  infeparably  joyn'd  together,  that  they' 
can  never  be  put  afunder  -  Let  us  now  en- 
quh^e, 

a.  How  the  Sicknefs  and  "Df^f/?  of  thofe 
who  are  the  Friends  of  Chrift^  do  bririg 
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Glory  unto  God  and  the  Redeemer :   While 
our  Eye  is  fixt  only  upon  the  dark  fide,  (or 
fuperfices)  of  this  Objed:,we  Ihall  be  tempt- 
ed to  put  fuch  a  queftion,  as  once  Nathaniel 
did  concerning  Nazareth^  John  i.    4^.  Can 
any  good  thing  come  from  fuch  evil  ?  Can 
To  barren  a  foyl  produce    fuch    precious 
fruit  as  the  glory  of  God  ?     Can  this  dark 
and  difmal  Cloud  fend  forth  fuch  a  refreih- 
ing  Light  ?    At  the  firft  view  it  feems  dif- 
honourable  unto  God,  when  thefe  Bodies, 
which  are  his  Temples,  are  demoliftit  and 
laid  in  the  dull:  ;  this,  I  fay,  feems  a  difpa- 
ragement  unto  him  who  rais'd  and  dwelt 
in  'em.     When  thefe  pleafant  Plants  v/hich 
flood  in  the  Courts  of  God  are  overturned, 
this  feems   a  damage  unto  the  Heavenly 
Husbandman  •  But  notwithftanding  thefe 
objeftions  of  fenfe,  'tis  undeniably  true, 
that  the  Sicknefs  and  Diflblution  of  Chri- 
flians,  do  really  contribute  unto  the  glory 
of  God  and  Chrift  ;  the  evidences  which 
confirm  this ,    do  relate   both  unto  thofe 
Chriftians  who  are  remov'd  by  Death,  and 
unto  thofe  who  furvive. 

T.  With  refpedl  unto  the  Dying  Friends 
of  Chrift  themfelves  •  Their  Sicknefs  and 
Death  do  many  ways  bring  glory  unto  God 
and  the  Redeemer.  i.  The 


(  '7  ) 

I.  The  Divine  Veracity  or  Truth  is  glori- 
fied by  executing  the  Primitive  Sentences, 
which  hath  been  given  againft  all  the  Fo- 
il erity  of  fallen  Adam. Gendii,  i  9.  Duft  thouart^ 
and  unto  dufl  thou  Jh Alt  return,  A  peculiar  glo- 
ry redounds  unto  God,  when  theie  decla« 
rations  which  fignify  his  Councel  and  Pur- 
pofe  are  punctually  accompliftit.  (  As  on 
the  contrary,  nothing  is  more  diftionour^^ 
able  in  its  own  Nature  than  F<^i^ooi, which 
is  counted  even  by  Lyars  themfelves  an  in- 
tolorable  reproach.)  Compare  Num^  xiv. 
V.  a  I.  witii  V.  :55.  The  Death  of  every 
Chriftian  doth  Seal  unto  the  Truth  of  God, 

1.  The  Divine  Holinefs  and  hatred  of  Sin 
are  honoured  by  the  Sicknefs  and  Death  of 
thofe  Chrifiians  who  have  provokt  the  An- 
ger of  God,    tho  they  dye  in  Peace.     We 
have  memorable  inftances  in  Mofes^  in  Jo^ 
jfo^^andthe  Cor/V2f/]/^n  Chriftians,  fome  of 
whom  were  cut  off  by  Death?  tho  not  Con- 
demned with  the  World,  i  Cor- xi  50552- 
Concerning  Mofes  we  read,  that  by  his  un^ 
advifed  Language  he  offended  God  :  At  one 
time  he  complain'd  of  his  ferviceand  bur- 
den,  and  defired  rather  to  dye,  than  bear  it 
any  longer,  l<ium.   xi.  14,   15.  At  another 
time  he  fpoke  with  indecent  Paffion  unto 

the 
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the  I/raelites ;  and  then  God  pfonounc'd  the 
Arreft}  %vhich  you  read  Num.  xx.  i  a.  that 
he  fnoiiid  not  bring  the  Ifraelites  into  the 
Promifed  Land  -Now  the  executing  of 
that  Sentence  did  glorify  God,  becaole  it 
manifefled  his  Holinefs,  which  could  not 
behold  the  defiling  blemi&es  that  were  in 
a  Aiojes,  who  was  one  of  the  moll:  eminent 
favorites  of  God. 

5.  The  Divine  Soveraignty  and  Dominion 
are  honoured  by  the  Obedience  and  ReCg- 
nation  of  Sick  and  Dying  Believers  :  When 
a  Chriftian  exercifes  tliat  Submiffion  unto 
the  Orders  of  Godjthat  he  willingly  drinks 
the  bittercfl:  Cup  which  his  Father  gives 
him;  how  Honourable  mult  this  be  unto 
God  ?  This  lall  aft  of  Obedience  Crowns 
the  whole  Chriftian  courfe  ;  certainly 
there  is  no  fped:acle  more  grateful  unto 
God,  than  a  Chriftian  cheerfully  yeilding 
back  his  Soul  unto  him  who  save  it :  'Twas 
a  refjgning  Obedience  that  rendred  the 
Death  of  Chrift  a  Sacrifice  of  a  fipeet  fmelUng 
favor  untoGod,  who  was  in  a  moft  eminent 
manner  Glorified  by  it ;  Tho  a  dying  Chri- 
ftian cannot  offer  an  attoning  Sacrafice,  yet 
he  is  a  kind  of  Hokcauft^  when  his  death  is 
perfum'd  with  a  chofen  fubmiffion  unto  the 

dif- 


difpofmg  will  of  God.  On  tius  riccount 
the  Death  of  the  Saints'^  or  (as  the  Hebrexp 
word  imports)  the  Favorites,  ij  j^r^c/oaj //? 
the  fight  of  tlje  Lord^  Pfal.  cxvi.  i  5. 

4..  The  Poxperful  Grace  of  Chrift  is  ho- 
noured by  the  inward  lapport  and  refrefh- 
ment  which  fick  and  dying  ChrifHans  re- 
ceive from  him  ;  at  a  time  when  the  daugh- 
ters of  Mufick^re  brought  I0W5  and  all  the 
pleafures  of  Life  are  without  relifli ;  then 
to  feel  an  invigorating  firength  which  re- 
news the  inner  Man,  when  the  outer  de-» 
cays  and  is  falling  down  ;  this  magnifietli 
the  Powerful  grace  of  God,  who giveth power 
to  the  Faint y  and  to  them  that  have  no  Alight^  en- 
creafeth  Strength y  Ifa.  xL  19.  A  principle  of 
Natural  Courage  will  afford  fome  fupport, 
but  'tis  divine  Grace  alone  which  can  en- 
able a  Chriftian  to  triumph  over  the  pain 
and  danger  of  a  mortal  Sicknefs,  a  Cor.  v.^^G, 
5.  Efpeciaily  God  andChrifl  are  glori::: 
fied  in   the  Vidory  which  a  Chriftian  gains 
over  Death  :  This  laft  Enemy  is  a  very  For- 
midable one.     An  Alexander  v/ho  could  En^ 
counter  the  vaft  Armies  of  Afian  Monarclis^" 
v/ho  had  defpifed  the  Terror  of  EattieSj.in 
his   laft  Sicknefs  ■  .was  fo' afraid  of  Dsatli.p.^,^^^. 
that  his  Court  was  filfd'With  Deviaers  atad-^i^'^* 
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Vidlims,  and  all  imaginable  Methods  were 
try'd  to  preferve  his  Life.  When  there- 
fore a  Cbriftian,  the  of  the  tender  fearful 
Sex,  is  raifed  above  the  fear  of  Death,  is  con- 
fident  andrpiUing  rather  to  be  abfent  from  the  bodvy 
and  prefent  with  the  Lord^  as  the  Apoftle 
fpeaks,  1  Cor,  vi.  6.  This  doth  highly  Ho- 
nour the  grace  and  power  of  the  Redeemer, 
throaeh  whom  alone  it  is  that  a  Ghriftian 
is  more  than  a  Conqueror,  Rom.  viii.  56,  57. 
6.  The  Redeemer  is  glorified  in  that 
Blejfednefs  which  he  immediately  confers 
upon  the  Souls  of  his  deceafed  Friends .-  No 
fooner  had  the //r^fZ/Vfi  pafs'd  the  red  Sea^ 
and  got  upon  ffte  Land,  but  they  fend  up 
their  joyful  Praifes,  and  mention  how  glo- 
rioufly  God  had  Triumphed  over  their  E:= 
nemies  '  What  Heart  can  conceive  the 
•Son^s  of  Praile  which  Celebrate  the  Lamb, 
and  him  who  (its  upon  the  Throne,  when 
one  believing  5oul  is  fet  free  from  the 
Houfe  of  Bondage,  and  Tranfplanted  into 
the  Heavenly  Country  ;  when  a  ^oul  that 
was  Imprpifon'd  and  Fetter'd  in  a  Houfe  of 
Clay,  is  received  into  the  Heavenly  Habi- 
tations which  the  Redeemer  hath  prepar:^ 
ed  •  Purely  if  thofe  who  heard  of  theCon- 
verfion  of  Pa&l,  glorified  God  in  him,  or  on 

his 


his  accotint ;  thofe  ^nb  were  witneffes  and 
fpedJ^ators  of  a  far  more  furpri:z.mg  ChangCj 
could  not  be  wanting  in  their  Admiration 
and  Praifes  of  that  God  who  Crowns  witli 
iinfading  glory. 

7.  The  Death  of  a  Ghriftian  brings  glo- 
ry unto  the  Redeemer,  as  it  is  the  occafion 
of  that  aftonifhing  Operation,  which  will 
taife  the.  dijfolved  Body^  and  transform  it  in- 
to the  likenefs  of  his  own  moft  glorious 
Body.  The  final  Conquering  of  the  laft 
Enemy,  muft  be  exceeding  glorious  unto 
that  Power  which  effefts  it  The  Ray- 
fing  of  Lazarus^  and  reinftating  his  Body 
in  a  perifliing  Life,  did  glorify  the  Redeem- 
er; and  this  he  had  his  Eye  upon  in  mak- 
ing this  Anfwer  ;  What  then  mS^ftbethe 
raifing  of  a  cotruped  Body  unto  a  bleiTed 
Immortality  ?  By  which  the  Children  of 
the  Refufreffcion  are  made  like  the  Angels 
of  God  ;  Read  and  confider  that  memorable 
paflTage  2  Tbef,  L  id.  Let  us  now  briefly 
Reflefl:  upon  the 

^.v> Evidence  which  I  propounded,  z>/z. 
How  the  Sicknefs  and  Death  of  Chrifiians 
glorify  God,  with  refpefl:  unto  them  w^ho 
furvive,  whether  they  be  more  nearly  or 
diftantl}^  related :  And 


I.  God  is  thus  glorified  on  fuch  occaCons, 
becaufe  he  manifefts  his  Divine  Power  in 
compenfating  and  fupplying  that  Lofs. 
When  ufefuband  fervicable  Chriftians  are 
removed  by  Death,  nothing  but  Almighty 
Power  can  fill  up  fuch  a  void  empty  fpace, 
and  raife  up  others  to  carry  on  his  work  ; 
fo  that  the  Church  refembles  that  Poetical 
Tree,  in  which  as  faft  as  one  Branch  was 
broken  off,  another  did  fpring  in  the  fame 
place  :  Thus  when  a  Mofes  dies,  God  finds 
Vijojhna  who  was  qualified  to  fucceed  him  : 
When  a  Vayid  is  laid  unto  his  Fathers  and 
fees  Corruption,  God  fills  his  Throne  with 
a  Salomon, 

a.  The  exercife  of  graces  in  furviving 
Relatives  or  Acquaintance,  doth  glorify 
God  on  fuch  occafions  .•  When  Holy  Job 
upon  the  furprizing  Death  of  all  his  Chik 
dren  (at  the  fame  time)  doth  Adore  the 
Soveraignty  of  God,  and  bleffeth  his  Name, 
when  he  took  his  deareft  Comforts  away ; 
this  did  effeftually  refute  the  reproaching 
Accufation  of  Satan^and  brought  a  Angular 
Honour  to  God  j  who  is  alfo 

3.  Glorified  in  the  Gomforting  of  thofe 
who  are  troubled  and  caft  down  by  fuch 
Providences  :  This  is  one  glorious  Cha- 
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raS:er  of  the  bleffed  God,  That  he  Comforteth 
thofe  t}pho  are  caft  doxpn^  i  Cor.  vii.  6.  Did  not 
his  Hand  bind  up  the  Wound,  no  other 
could  do  it ;  all  the  confolations  which  a 
Creature  can  prefent  arc  weak  and  inef- 
fedual  things;  but  the  fupports  of  the  Hea- 
venly Comforter  are  never  more  fenfible 
than  under  the  fenfe  of  AffliiSive  Provi- 
dences, 0.  Cor.  i.  3,  4.  In  the 

4,  And  laft  place ,  The  Sicknefs  and 
Death  of  Chriftians  bring  glory  unto  God, 
as  they  are  fervicable  unto  the  Souls  of 
them  who  furvive :  As  thofe  Fruits  that 
fall  from  the  Tree,  and  lye  about  it,  make 
the  Soyl  more  Fruitful ;  fuch  forrowful 
Providences  bring  excellent  Inftruftions  a- 
bout  our  Duty,  and  powerful  Arguments 
to  excite  us  unto  our  great  Work  «  What 
the  Apoftle  faith  concerning  his  Bonds^vrz.% 
equally  true  concerning  his  Death.  They 
were  for  the  furtherance  of  the  Gofpelj  Phil.  i« 
How  many  have  owed  their  Converfioia 
and  Eftablifhment  unto  the  Counlels  and 
Examples  of  dying  Chriftians  ?  The  Hi- 
ftories  of  every  Church  abound  with  fuch 
inftances.     I  fliould  now  have  (hew'd, 

3.  On  what  accounts  this  Confideration 
is  fufficient  to  QB^et  and  Suppart  a  Chriftian 
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under  fuch  forrowful Providences  -Of this 
I  fhall  give  this  threefold  account, 

I .  That  Love  which  a  Cliriftian  bears  un- 
to God  and  Chrift,  makes  their  Honour 
dearer  unto  him  than  any  Interefi  of  his 
own  ;  and  confequentiy,  the  advancing  of 
that  will  Sweeten  all  the  Croffes  that  can 
opprels  him.  When  Jepthds  Viftory  over 
the  Ammonites  had  got  him  more  than  ordi- 
nary Honour  ;  this  was  fo  pleaGng  to  his 
Daughter^  that  (he  was  willing  to  endure 
the  harfti  efFedts  of  her  Fathers  Vow,7«rf.x. 
u^^.Suchatemper  there  was  in  theApoftlcj 
when  he  could  declare  that  his  chief  ex- 
pe<flation  and  defign  was,  that  Chrift  might 
be  Magnified  in  his  Body, whether  by  Life, 
or  Death,  Phil  i.  ao. 

2.  A  Chriftian  knows  that  when  God 
and  Chrifi:  are  glorified,  then  the  grand 
Purpofe  and  End  of  God  are  attained  :  We 
are  fure  that  the  blefled  God  cannot  defign 
any  gain  or  profit  to  himfelf  in  his  a(5i:ings, 
but  his  defign  is  to  get  himfelf  Glory  }  and 
itmaft  be  very  delightful  unto  God,  when 
thisCounfel  of  God  is  accompliiht. 

:^.  A  Chriftian  obtains  his  own  chief  Re- 
fief}  when  God  is  Glorified ;  all  his  other 
Petitions  are  Subordinate  unto  this  :  He 

remem- 
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remembers  that  the  Hallox^iiig  of 
ihg  of  God*s  Name  ftands  in  the  v^ry  firft 
;^ace  in  that  Exemplar  Prayer  which 
Chrift  hath  left  unto  the  Church  y  and  ^ 
therefore  when  God  doth  glorify  hinifelf, 
tho  in  a  way  that  is  grievous  unto  the  Hu- 
man Nature,  yet  a  Chriftian  Rejoyceth: 
And  now  it  were  eafy  to  draw  many  In- 
flrud:ive  Inferences  from  this  Anfwer 
made  by  Chrift.     As 

I.   It  will  follow  from  hence,   that  the  4'/'^«v, 
furprizing   Death  of  the  moft  Holy  and 
ufefui  Perfons  is  no  Objeftion  againft  the 
Providence  and  Government  of  God. :  'Xwas 
ufual  amoniff  the  Heathens  to^  Accufe  their 
godS'}  yea,  lome  of  'em  proceeded  to  deny 
the  exiftence  and  Providence  of  aDeity,  be^:^ 
Gaufe  fome  Excellent  and  Virtuous  Perfons 
were  taken  away  by  a  furprizing  beath,- 
The  Epicurean  who  difputes  againii  Provi- 
dence, thought  his  Queries  unanfwerablej  cicer. 
when  he  askt.  Why  (if  there,, was  a  Froyi:::'^'^*- 
dence)  'the  two  brave  Scifio^s  'were  Routed    ■ 
and  Slaiil  by  the  Carthaginrans^  with  feveral 
fuch  like  Queftions,  v^hich  were  more  tole- 
rable in  the  Gentiles  who  knew  not  Godj 
but  it  -is  inexcuiable  iit  thofe  who  h^ve  the- 
Oracles  of  God'  c6mrttitt^d*tloto  them,  to 
think  or  fpeak  at  fuch  a  rate.  a.  What: 


1^  What  adorable  Wifdom  belongs  unto 
the  bleffed  God ,  who  can  glorify  himfelf 
by  thofe  very  events  that  feem  moft  dilho- 
norable  unto  him  :  'Tis  obferv'd  by  the 
Apoftle,  that  thefooliJhnefsofGodis  mferthan 
meriy  i  Cor.  L  25.  /.  e.  In  thofe  very  events 
which  feem  inconfiftent  with  Wifdom, 
wherein  God  feems  to  aft  fooliftily  ,  yet  in 
them  he  (infinitely)  furpaffes  all  the  skill 
and  wifdom  that  are  in  men.  The  divine 
Wifdom  can  build  Trophees  upon  thofe  ve- 
ry places  which  feem  to  fwallow  it  up  •  The 
cutting  off  the  natural  Branches,  thecafl::: 
ing  away  the  Body  of  the  Jexfijh  Nation,  at 
the  firft  view  appeared  difhonorable  unto 
the  Truth  and  Fidelity  of  God  ;  but  the 
conftderation  of  this  event  draw  from  the 
Apo file  that  admiring  Exclamation,/?ow.xi. 
v.  3  5. 0  the  depth  of  the  riches  both  of  the  wifdom 
andkmrpledg  of  God  ? 

3.  How  vaft  is  the  diftance  between  the 
Thoughts  of  God,  and  thofe  of  Men  ?  Ifa, 
Iv.  8.  The  fubjeft  of  the  Text  gives  a  me- 
morable Inftance  •  The  Sifters  of  Lazarus 
might  be  apt  to  conclude  that  their  Bro- 
ther's Sicknefs  and  Death  would  be  on  va- 
rious accounts  diflionourable  unto  Chrift . 
I.  A^  they  ieemed  to  import  unkindnefs^ 

or 


or  impotence  in  Chrift,  who  on  this  occa- 
lion  carry'd  it,  as  if  he  either  nelefted  his 
Friend,  or  was  unable  to  help  him ;  And 
2.  As  they  feem'd  to  argue   the  unprofi- 
tablenefs  of  Chrift's  Service.    When  Luza^ 
rus  was  Dead  and  lay'd  in  his  Grave,  thofe 
who  knew  th.^  Friendfliip  of  the  Redeemer 
unto  him  would  be  tempted  to  fpeak  on 
this  manner  > "  How  little  advantage  hath 
"  poor  Lazarus  got   by   his   acquaintance 
"  with,  and  fervice  unto  Chrift,  who  if  he 
«  had  Power  to  Recover  and  Prevent  the 
"  Death  of  his  Sick  Friend,  has  been  guil« 
•^  tyof  ftrange  unkindnefs;   but  in  the 
conclufion,  the  5icknefs  and  Death  of  L^rz^- 
rus  did  bring  a  far  greater  Honour  unto- 
Chrift,  than  his  Recovering  would  have 
done  :  That  Miracle  which  was  wrought 
in  raifing  him  from  the  Dead,  did  exalt  the 
Name  of  Ghrift,  and  encreafed  the  number 
of  his  Followers ;  take  heed  therefore  o£ 
leaning  unto  your  own  under  ftanding,  but 
whenever  the  ways  of  God  have  a  perplex- 
ing obfcurity  in  them,  imitate  the  Practice 
of  the  Pfalmift,  PfaL  Ixxiii.    17,  Go  into 
the  5an£luary,  and  view  them  in  Scripture 
Light   )  this  will    difcover  a  refreftiingr 
brightnefs  in  thofe  events  which  have  the 
moft  horror  in  them.  4.  How 


^^r'^^Hbwfe^alaiidgi'^ata  alffef ence  doth  . 
Converting  Grace  make  between  a  Chrifti- 
an^  ^nd  the  unbelieving  World.  The  later 
are  wholly  ififenfible  unto  the  confiderati:^. 
oh'ns'dintheTeSit;  the  glory  of  God  and 
Chrifl:  have  no  efflGacy  to  quiet  and  fup- 
port  their  minds  ;  Arguments  taken  from 
their  own  Reputation  or  Intreft,  have 
fome  force  to  moderate  5orrow  and  keep 
it  from  excefs  ;  but  the  glorifying  of  God 
by  their  Croflfes,  is  an  Argument  which 
hath  no  flrength  with  them  ;  whereas  it 
hath  the  greateft  with  a  Chriftian^to  whom 
nothing  elfe  need  be  reprefented  .*  Our  Sa- 
viour well  underftood  to  %vhom  he  made 
the  Anfwer  in  the  Text  \  they  were  his  fm-  ■ 
cere  Difciples,  who  were  capable  of  peV:^ 
ceiving  the  force  of  this  Confideration  ; 
which  afterward  our  Saviour  repeats  onto 
Mdvthd^  V,  4.0.  Thoa  Jhouldeft  fee  the  glory  of 
God:  XJntO'a, Martha  this  would  be  a  grate- 
ful and  traiifporting  fpeftacle,  when  a  Ju^ 
dds  had  far  rather  fee  thirty  pieces  of  Silver, 
(than  this  glory  of  God. V  Let  us  try  our 
felves  by  this  Rule  ;  this  will  difcover  our 
State  and  our  Chradier,  and  whether  our 
Patience  under  Tryals  be  a  Ghriftian 
Grace,  or  but  a  Philcfophick  Viitue  ;  this 

later 


l^ttx  Q^o^eth  (xotri  otheir  Principles  ^ 
when  therefore  our  rMinds  are  quieted  une 
der  dejeiSling  Providences,  without  having 
recourfe  unto  the  fupport  of  the  Text,  'tis 
a  fad  evidence  that  we  are  alienated  from 
the  Life  of  God  ••  If  the  confideration  of  his 
Glory  cannot  over-ballance  the  Pain  and 
Lois  that  we  are  expos\i  to,  we  are  very 
unlike  to  our  Redeemer,  whofe  troubled 
Soul  w?is  cpmpofed  witih  this  Thoughtithat 
his  Father's  Nan>e  would  be  glorified  b3r 
his  accurs'd  Death,  7afe«xii.  ji-^fi  bS,    -  ■   • 

5 .  Let  us  whom  this  Ibxrowful  occafiQit 
hath  drawn  togeth/frt and  all  whOibut  hea^ 
of  it^  give  dihgence  to  Gorrefpohd  with  the 
defign  that  God  totb  in  this  fevererPt-oyi* 
dence  :  Surely  he  hath  not  made  this 
breach,  only  to  jopeii  a  paffage  unto  for;row 
and  compaffion,  much  lefs  to  fu^nilh  us 
with  new  piatter  of  difcourfe  v  No,  he  de- 
figns  that  we  ihould  glorify  hin:^  in  pur 
Hearts  and  Lives  naorethan  we  have  forf- 
toerly  done^^  And  this  leads  me  unto  th^t 
particular  Appjicathn^whichil  propoijnilcd  to 
fpend  fome  time  in,  and  which  will  affift 
us  in  making  that  improvement  of  this 
.|?rovidence  as  will  bring  glory  unto  God, 
All  that  I  Ihall  add  will -fall  mqider/.thffe 
following  Direftions,  E  i .  Let 
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I  ^;  JLeliusjuftify  thfe  fevei^  Providence 
of  God;  -Tis  highly  diflionoiarabie  unto  him 
tvhen  we  blame  and  accufe  his  ways  as  if 
they  were  not  equal  ;  as  on  the  other  hand 
^is  Honourable  to  God,  wheii  we  fubfcribe 
every  ^r;^^/?  that  our  Heavenly  Judg  hath 
pronouinG't.  'Tis  relate  ebncernitig  Aarcn^ 
that  when  his  two  Sons  were  cut  off,  he 
held  his  peace.  Lev.  Xi  1^5.  He  made  no 
Objections  againil  thai:  trem?eiidou:^  feve- 
j^i^y^of  God,  whtu  hetinderftdod  that  He 
had  glorified  himfelf  by  that  Aft.  Bleffed 
be  God  who  enableth  the  Relifl  of  the  De- 
(eeas'd5ithus  to  glorify  God  :  May  this  In^ 
ftiance(5f  his  Reffignatibn  very  much  exalt 
t?he  Name  of  @od,  and  bring  Reputation 
unto  ftricSt  and  ferious  Religion.  Let  this 
iconclufion  be  deeply  fixt  in  all  our  Souls, 
that  however  fevere  the  dealings  of  God 
«re,  they  are  always  Righteous  arid  Equal. 
(2.  Let  us  Honour  and  Imitate  the  Holy 
Example  of  the  Deceased  Friend  of  Chrifl-^ 
3the  worthy  Mrs.  ^^^OB^^.  None  I'hope  will 
"expe(3:  a  large  Hiftorical  account  of  her 
'3Life5or  a  Funeral  Encomiaftick;  this  latter 
iftie  needs  not,  for  her  own  Works  praife  her 
in  the  gate,  and  ^re  a  more  valuable  Monu- 

^aientj  'than  any^made  by  Art. 

::jJ  .:  uu^^u       Her 
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i  H^r  Vdf^dkge  strtd  ^eantyj  h^^  WH  and 
Charms  of  Coaverfatioe  ( tho  eV^ea  thofe 
were  Gifts  from  Abovelmuft  now  be  pafs'd 
over  in  filence ;  for  all  thefe  are  Fr^da  Mor^ 
fhy^  Prey  unto  Death  and  the  Grave;  which 
confideration  ought  to  cure  the  undue  E:= 
fleem  of  them,  that  many  profefliag  Ghri^ 
ftians  difeover  ;  and  perhaps,  few  plaees 
are  more  guilty  of  this  VncBriftian  Erroty 
than  this  City,  where  it  feems  to  be  the 
ehief  Ambition  of  mtiny,  toout-vye  others 
in  every  thing,  rather  than  in  real  Holi- 
nefs  ,  which  is  the  only  Ornament  that 
Death  cannot  fpoyl  us  of  ^accordingly  I 
fliall  only  take  notice  of  thofe  Exeellencies 
which  do  fit  the  dignifying  Character  of 
Lazarus  unto  her,  One  whom  J  efus  loved:  (And 
however  ufef ul  and  honourable  the  Love 
of  our  Acquaintance  and  Fiellow-creatures 
may  be  unto  us,  yet  at  laft  this  Chara£ler 
of  5ick  and  Dying  Laziir^i  will  be  more 
valued  than  any  the  mod  admir'd  Titles  of 
Honour.)  To  make  good  this  Ghrafter,  it 
will  not  be  neeeflfary  to^  Ifefcribe  heir  in 
her  Perfonal  and  Relative  Capacities ;  ixi 
both  which  thofe  who  know  her  wilTac^ 
knowledg  that  (he  had  not  many  equals. 
'Twill  be  enough  to  draw  the  fetv^  l^llowing 
Lineaments.  E  2  i.  The 


i;;x.  The  Holy  Wiiaoni  whkfcdid flni^e  in 
h^r  Condufltjand  which  flie  difcover'd ,  both 
in  leaving  her  Native  Land,  to  enjoy  the 
advantages  of  Living  in  a  Religious  Fami- 
ly^to  which  A^  and  in  the 

Choyce  that  (he  made  when  (he  changed 
lier  Condition:  Neither  the  Prejudices  of  the 
Age,  .or  the  Advantage  of  other  Offers, 
could  hinder  from  accepting  0/2^,  as  the 
Partner, of  her  Life,  from  whom  (he  could 
expefb  the  bcft  Afflftance  in  the  Service  of 
God,  and  the  concerns  of  her  Soul  \  and  this 
flie  did  at  a  time  wh^n  there  was  np  pifo-^ 
fpeft  of  that  Tranquility  *>  which  now  en- 
cqurageth  J^ripn^jof  his  (JJiaradler  and  Pro- 

feffion.  'x^-;')  -.t'l^'^r  :  :  :. ,  ■  :■;  r  •  j  ..•-;..  v. 
2.  Her  Coniciehtious  Attendance  upon 
thePublick  Worftiip  :  (pf  this  I  aoi  capable 
to  give  .Witnefs,  havipg^^d  theoppornuni- . 
ty  of  i^iving  a  confiderja^l^e  tin^e  und^r  th% 
fame  Roof },  and  have  NQbferv'd  how  her 
Love  unto-  the  Solemn,|Affemblies,  made 
her  .overcome  ttiany  djiiaculfies,  which  are 
pleaded  Jt)y  Ojthprs.-^inrTexipu^e  of  their  neg- 
|q£t  j  jneither  the  Heat  pr  Cold  of  the  Sea- 
ibn^ior  the  hazard  to  her  Health,  (efpeci- 
ally /^hen  great  with  Child)  could  induce 
Jjef ^^if^fe.^ny  OppprtW^^^^.^    .w^tifig  at 
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the  Gates  of  •  Wifdom  ;  fuch  Advantages 
were  Pleafant,  and  fuch  Seafons  were  re- 
freftiing  unto  her  Soul. 
i^!,^;  The  Acquaintance  fhe  had  with  Secret 
Religion  .*  She  was  not  one  of  thofe  Pro^ 
feffors  who  (hut  up  their  Religion  within 
the  Temple  Walls,  where  they  take  it  up, 
and  leave  it  at  their  departure  >  No,  (he 
made  many  fecretVifits  unto  her  Heavenly 
Bridegroom,  and  from  him  obtained  that 
Wifdom  and  Modedy,  and  other  Virtues 
which  Adorn'd  her  Converfation. 

4.  Her  fubmiilion  ,i:into  the  difpofing 
Will  of  God,  and  the  cpt^forting  hopes  (he 
had, ,  do,  compleat  the  Charad:er  of  ona 
mhomjefus  Loved  in  this,  world,  and  hath 
now  received  in  the  other,  where  (he  is 
plac'd  out  of  the  reach  of  Sin  and  Sorrow^ 
of  Child-bearing  Pains  and  Child-bed  Sick-*; 
la^fs,  and  where  no  Clouds  ftiall  ever  inter-^ 
i;iipt  the  Light  of  Godj  and  of  the  Lamb  | 
But  if  wedefire  to  meet  her  there,  we  muft 
imitate  her  Faith  and  liolinefs.  And 
Vj..g4,.Lafily,  Let  us  glorify  God  by  receiv- 
ing the  Inftruftion  which  this  forrowfal 
Pi*ovidence  prefents  tous. 
;>^i.,  Caacerning  the  .Vncertainty  of  Life  :% 
ij^Kg^ilQ  Brightand  Vigpurous  a.  Rjaiiaa  if 

-  fad- 
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fuddenly  Extinguiftit,  who  can  entertain 
ajuft  expeftation  of  a  long  Life?  What 
folly  mull:  it  be  to  reckon  upon  many 
years,  when  our  Lives  are  in  fo  perpetual 
hazard  ?  Let  us  number  our  days  aright^  and  fix 
tipon  our  Hearts  that  Conclulion  which 
David  made,  i  Chron,  xxix.  1 8.  Our  days  on  the 
Earth  are  as  ajhadoxp^  and  there  is  no  abiding  ; 
which  confideration  had  no  queftion  a 
ftrong  Influence  upon  that  famous  Libera^ 
lity  toward  the  Service  of  God,  which  is  re- 
lated in  that  Chapter ;  and  it  would  make 
us  more  active  in  his  Service. 

2.  Learn  the  Vdnity  of  Creature-aJ/iflances  y 
could  the  Love  of  a  Husband,  or  the  Coun^ 
fels  of  Phyfitians,  or  the  Service  of  Friends 
have  been  Eifeftual,  there  had  not  been  an 
occafion  for  this  forrougful  folemnity  ;  'tis 
become  Natural  to  us,  to  place  an  undue 
confidence  in  Created  helps  ;  exceeding  apt 
we  are  to  truft  in  Riches  or  Wifdom,  and 
in  the  means  of  Health,  when  in  them- 
felves  they  are  empty  and  broken  Gifterns, 
which  will  fend  us  away  difapointed  and 
aftiam'd. 

3.  The  neceffity  of  fpeedy  Preparation  for 
Death  and  Judgment  \  every  Funeral  pfef- 
feth  this  upon  thofe  who  are  witnefles  of 

it. 


it.     Many  of  yjou  have  lately  heard  *  the   *froB 
Nature  and  Importance  of  this  great  work,  ^J^/jj^c; 
and  fo  many   have  Difcourfed  concerning  ]jj°^j^'»^^ 
it,  that  I  need  not  enlarge-.  It  hath  Xiot^^^B^yo 
been  without  a  defign  worthy  of  the  \¥if-     '''^^' 
dom  of  God,  that  our    Deceased    Friend 
fliould  not  be  called  out  of  the  World  by 
Death,  until  ftie  was  known  xinto  two  So- 
pieties  in  this  City,  whereby  her  Death  is 
j^'end red  more  Inftruftive.     And  now  that 
a  Funeral  Sermon  hath  drawn  Multitudes 
to  attend  here,  you  will  receive  no  advan- 
tage from  it,  yea  ^twill  prove  very  hurtful 
to  you,  if  you  do  not  feriouily  engage  that 
you  wiyt  give  all  diligence  to  prepare  for 
Death \flnd  Eternity.     This  work  is  never 
unfeafonable,  and  nothing  can  be  pleaded 
to  excufe  the  neglefil  of  it. 

You  who  are  Young  and  in  the  Flower 
of  your  days,  do  not  put  off  this  Affair  ; 
fay  not  as  the  negligent  7(?«^j  once  did  c!on- 
;  per ning  the  Rebuilding  of  their  Temple, 
The  time  is  not  come  Hagg,  i.  7,  The  approach 
of  Death  will  make  you  of  another  mind, . 
when  you  hear  the  found  of  that  Meflen- 
gers  Feet,  who  will  bring  you  to  Judg^ 
ment ;  you  will  then  conclude  that  this 
is  the  one  Thing  neceffary^  that  all  the  Con-s 

cerns 
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cerns  of  Trade,  knd  OifBces  of  Cl\?iiit75 
aiie  meer  Trifles  in  comparifon  with  this 
workj  upon  which  your  everlafting  Wel- 
fare depends.      What  meaneft  thou  then, 
.0  Sleeper !  arife  and  call  upon  God  and  ftir 
iiip  thy  felf  that  thou  Perifhnot}  look  oft. 
'ten  down  into  the  Chambers  of  the  Grave^; 
dwell  (by  folemn  Thoughts)  in  the  Valr 
ley  of  the  Shadow  of  Death  :  be  not  affrai^^ 
ileft  this  ftiould  make  thee  Melancholly  or 
.Biftraded,  for  this  Path  leads  unto  the 
moft  defirable  Joy.     (Tho'no  Difirafted- 
oiefs  is  to  be  feard,  in  comparifon  of  tfte 
vMadnefs  which  unrepenting  carelefs  Sijri^- 
ners  are  guilty  of>  and  whom  Death  will . 
find  unprepared.  )     And  when  a  view  of 
your  latter  End  has  compofd  and  awaken'd 
your  Souls,     then  put    the    Qucfi:ioii^^t<>: 
-your  felves,   which  you  find  i  Pftiii.  2^^ 
Seeing  that   all  thefe  things  Jhall  be  Dhffolveii ^ 
(or  are  Dijfolving)  what  manner  of  J^erjons 
ought  we  to  be  in  all  manner  of'  ^onverfation  ami 
Godlinefs  ? 


r  H  E     E  N  D. 


